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spreading misinformation is discrediting. The Report claims that PA theory is 

discredited and unscientific, but it neglects to mention hundreds of peer-reviewed 

studies that have been published in highly rated academic journals. A recent study 

of PA research located 213 empirical studies in ten different languages that are 

ignored by this report (Harman, Warshak, Lorandos, & Florian, 2022). The Parental 

Alienation Database at the Vanderbilt University School of Medicine includes more 

than 1,000 journal articles, book chapters, and books that related to PA (see 

https://ckm.vumc.org/pasg/). The Om Parental Alienation (OMPA) in Sweden lists 

almost 180 peer-reviewed journals that have published articles regarding PA, with 

links to most of them (see https://ompa.se/).  

https://ckm.vumc.org/pasg/
https://ompa.se/
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Restatement of Conclusion and Recommendations 
 

 

The entire Report prepared by Ms. Reem Alsalem is deeply flawed in that it promotes 

misinformation regarding PA. As a result, the Conclusion and Recommendations stated in 

Section XI of the Report are also deeply flawed and untenable.  We suggest that the 

Recommendations should be revised and stated as follows: 

 
(a) States legislate to ENCOURAGE THE UNDERSTANDING AND use of parental 

alienation, AS APPROPRIATE, in family law cases and the use of QUALIFIED experts 

in parental alienation and related concepts; 

 

(b)  States comply with their responsibilities and positive obligations under 

international human rights law by establishing regular monitoring mechanisms to 

oversee the effectiveness of family justice systems for victims of domestic abuse, 

INCLUDING VICTIMS OF PARENTAL ALIENATION; 

 

(c)  States ensure mandatory training of the judiciary and other justice system 

professionals on gender bias AGAINST VARIOUS GENDER GROUPS, the dynamics of 

domestic violence and the relationship between allegations of domestic abuse and 

of parental alienation and related concepts; 

 

(d)  States issue and implement specific guidance to the judiciary on the need to 

examine each case on the basis of facts and to judge fairly, according to the range 

of evidence before them, what outcome best supports the welfare of the child; 

 

(e)  States institute publicly funded systems of experts to provide information to courts 

on the best interest of the child and such experts be regularly trained on the 

dynamics of domestic violence, INCLUDING PARENTAL ALIENATION, AND THEIR 

effect on victims, including children; 

 

(f) States ensure and maintain a list of approved experts for the family law system and 

introduce a formal complaint mechanism and an enforceable code of practice that 

addresses conflicts of interest and the recognition of expertise to practise in this 

area; 

 

(g) No evaluations be made in family law proceedings without consideration of 

relevant criminal law and/or child protection proceedings; 
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PARENTAL ALIENATION MAY NOT BE ABLE TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS IN A RATIONAL 

MANNER. 

 

(p) All agencies and elements of the justice system, statutory services and the domestic 

abuse sector work together rather than in silos and adequate coordination between 

the criminal, child protection and family law systems be ensured either by 

mandatory institutional cooperation mechanisms or the use of integrated court 

structures; 

 

(q) Wider availability of legal aid in family law proceedings for all parties be made 

available to ensure equality of arms; 

 

(r) Disaggregated data be collected, including on the prevalence of domestic abuse in 

family law cases and characteristics of applicants and respondents in such cases, 

including gender, race, sex, religion, disability and sexual orientation; 

  

(s) States introduce monitoring mechanisms to assess the specific impact of policies 

and procedures relating to family justice on marginalized groups of women AND 

MEN. 
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they do not refer to any author, group of experts or study that supports such an assertion, 

in addition to the fact that again they do not indicate any figure or proportion when 

affirming a quantitative adjective. 

 

Undoubtedly, this type of violence referred to in paragraph five and other successive ones 

is a reality. Also, that there are claims of parental alienation in the courts that lack 

foundation, this is a fact, as Turkat pointed out in 2005, calling it false claims of parental 

alienation. On the other hand, there are also publications that point out the false reports 

of child sexual abuse and maltreatment such as those by Trocmé in 2005 and Pereda in 

2009. The complexity of these phenomena that occur in custody and divorce claims are 

indicated in the Statement of the Global Action for Research Integrity in Parental Alienation 

2022 and other bibliographic sources. The existence of false reports of parental alienation 

does not mean that this phenomenon does not exist, just as the existence of false reports 

of sexual abuse and child abuse indicates that this kind of abuse does not exist. 

 

In both fathers and mothers, this kind of phenomena of real child abuse and parental 

alienation occurs, as well as false reports of both. Unfortunately, there are no studies of 

global prevalence or incidence by gender. The largest study of parental alienation of its 

kind to date was conducted by Harman in 2019, where he found in a Canadian and North 

American sample that the ratio between fathers and mothers is practically 50% / 50%, 

including same-sex couples. 

 

On the other hand, that the Call for Inputs talks about parental alienation, manipulation of 

children and the González Carreño versus Spain case of 2014, are an irresponsible action 

in which there is no specific benchmark for comparison. The General Comment No. 12 of 

2009 The Right of the Child to be Heard of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, in 

point number 22 indicates that the child has the right to express those views freely, which 

also means that the child must not be manipulated or subjected to undue influence or 

pressure. A gender-only explanation, such as the one suggested by this Call for Input, would 

mean that the Committee on the Rights of the Child should update this General Comment 

to point out that only fathers manipulate children to reject mothers in order to cause 

damage. 

 

In conclusion, this Call for Inputs lacks a clear theoretical support and focus to differentiate 

the complexity of legal cases in adversarial custody and divorce legal processes. The 

emphasis of any study and call for papers must be children, it must recognize all the 

phenomena that underlie the conflict, including parental alienation as a problem that is 

not exclusive to a single gender. Also, must acknowledge the existence of false allegations 

of parental alienation and child abuse. Prioritize preventive mechanisms such as the 

parenting coordinator, therapeutic justice, psychoeducation and psychotherapy, in cases 
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Improving the application of international treaties and national laws to protect children 

and women must be based on updating, specialization and awareness of all professionals 

involved in judicial processes. 
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